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DEVOTIONAL

Welcome to another year devoted to a 
comprehensive and connected study of 
God’s Word.  Our hope is that we as Grace 
Community Church will Encounter God in a 
living, changing way.  This year we will be 
studying together from the books of Mark, 
Psalms, Ephesians, and Isaiah, and also from 
the lives of several characters in the Bible.   
Once again, we will study the selected 
passages each week in advance of 
the sermon using a rotating system of 
four different study methods to help us 
personally delve into the scriptures. We will 
memorize a portion of scripture and ask 
God through prayer to apply the truth of the 
scripture to our lives. It will be an exciting 
time in the life of our church.  

Our first passage of 2016 is Mark 1:1-20. 
The Gospel of Mark is a bit different than 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke as it book 
bypasses the entire story of Jesus’s birth and 
early life, and immediately addresses the 
purpose for which he had come: the ministry 
of reconciliation (reuniting sinful people with 
God).  In verses 16 and 17, Jesus invited two 
men to join him on this unique and world-
transforming mission. 

These two were fisherman and, as such, 
were common men who had little theological 
or scholastic training. And yet, they would 
become an integral part in spreading the 
message of Jesus to the world.  Jesus’s 
invitation to them was simple, “Follow me 
and I will make you become fisher’s of 
men.” Right away the heart of the mission 
is revealed: Jesus has come for his people.  
This mission is about providing a way for 
sinful people to be in a right and proper 
relationship with God.  

The response of Peter and Andrew is 
significant. They immediately dropped their 
nets and followed Jesus. What we’ll discover 
as we study Mark is that he was calling them 
to a ministry of disciple-making. Disciple-
makers help people know Jesus, grow in 
Jesus, and consequently help others do 
the same.   He called Peter and Andrew to 
this, but he is also calling us to it. We are to 
be “fishers of men” as well!  As we begin a 
new year, will you consider what it will take 
for you to commit to being a disciple who 
makes disciples? 
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

is filled with examples of men and women and their life-changing encounters 
with Jesus. Some of these encounters come through experiences of his power 
in a personal way, while other encounters simply come through an experience 
of the truth that Jesus proclaimed. Regardless of the variety of ways these 
people encountered Jesus, one certainty remains…no encounter with Jesus left 
one of them the same. 

As we read through the Gospel of Mark you will observe mothers, sons, 
outcasts, widows, and commoners all encountering the person of Jesus. Their 
struggles, doubts, and experiences are very relatable. Their questions are raw 
and honest. Their imperfections perfectly resonate. And their encounters give 
us optimism that we can encounter Jesus in a similar way.    

So over the next few weeks, as you turn through the pages of Mark’s Gospel 
and study these significant encounters with Jesus, we encourage you to ask 
one simple question, “How different would my life look if I sought to encounter 
the person of Jesus each day?” 



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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DEVOTIONAL

Welcome to another year devoted to a 
comprehensive and connected study of 
God’s Word.  Our hope is that we, as Grace 
Community Church, will Encounter God in 
a living, changing way.  This year we will 
be studying together from Mark, Psalms, 
Ephesians, and Isaiah, and also from the 
lives of several characters in the Bible.
   
Once again, we will study the selected 
passages each week in advance of 
the sermon, using a rotating system of 
four different study methods to help us 
personally delve into the scriptures. We will 
memorize a portion of scripture and ask 
God through prayer to apply the truth of that 
scripture to our lives. What an exciting time 
in the life of our church!  

Our first passage of 2016 is Mark 1:1-20. The 
Gospel of Mark is a bit different than the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke because it 
bypasses the entire story of Jesus’ birth and 
early life, and immediately addresses the 
purpose for which he had come: the ministry 
of reconciliation (reuniting sinful people with 
God).  

In verses 16 and 17, Jesus invites two men, 
Peter and Andrew, to join him on this 
unique and world-transforming mission. As 
fisherman, they were common men who had 
little theological or scholastic training. Yet, 
they would become integral to spreading 
the message of Jesus to the world.  Jesus’ 
invitation to them was simple: “Follow 
me, and I will make you become fishers of 
men.” Right away, the heart of the mission 
is revealed: Jesus has come for his people.  
This mission is about providing a way for 
sinful people to be in a right and proper 
relationship with God. 
 
The response of Peter and Andrew is 
significant. They immediately drop their nets 
and follow Jesus. What we’ll discover as we 
study Mark is that He was calling them to a 
ministry of disciple-making. Disciple-makers 
help people know Jesus, grow in Jesus, and, 
consequently, encourage others to do the 
same.   Just as He called Peter and Andrew, 
He is also calling us. We are to be “fishers 
of men” as well!  As we begin a new year, 
will you consider what it will take for you 
to commit to being a disciple who makes 
disciples? 
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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DEVOTIONAL

In Mark 2:1-12, we find an incredible story 
about a paralyzed man whose friends went 
to extraordinary measures to place him, 
literally, at the feet of Jesus. They find a 
way to get their friend before Jesus by 
opening the roof and letting him down by 
ropes attached to his bed. Jesus did the 
unthinkable! He did not heal the paralyzed 
man immediately; rather, He said, “Son, your 
sins are forgiven.”

The crowd could not believe what they 
heard. How could Jesus forgive sins? Wasn’t 
that something that only God had the 
authority to do? Even so, Jesus knew what 
they were thinking. He asked, “Which is 
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed 
and walk’?”

Since both of these statements would 
be impossible for anyone to fulfill, Jesus’ 
question remains unanswered. I once heard 
a pastor say, “If Jesus had authority to make 
the lame walk by merely uttering the word, 
then He also had authority to forgive sins. 
No man, of himself, could perform such 
actions. The power to do either was in God’s 
hands only, not man’s.”

It is one thing to say, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” Nevertheless, how can anyone 
know for sure that the sins really are 
forgiven? Jesus healed the man to show He 
had God’s power.  Therefore, when He says, 
“Your sins are forgiven,” they absolutely are. 

The paralytic man was forgiven by Jesus’ 
word. Similarly, if we don’t accept the 
gospel as true, we will live our lives as 
though Christ’s death and resurrection mean 
nothing. When we really grasp what we 
believe as the gospel, we are overwhelmed 
by what Christ has done for us. We begin 
to live out His love in extraordinary ways, 
showing His love to those around us.  The 
end of this passage says, “so that they 
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, 
‘We never saw anything like this!’” What an 
incredible story!

Are we willing to fulfill the call of God and 
bring others to Christ? To be responsible for 
our actions and remain anonymous after our 
achievements?



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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5DAY DEVOTIONAL

Do you have people in your life with whom 
you feel a special connection?  Family? 
Teammates? Co-workers? Most people 
who have experienced strong relationships 
recognize that time spent together is a key 
factor in the building of that relationship.  
One doesn’t have to look further than the 
teachings of Jesus to see that we were 
made for relationships: first with God 
and second with others.  Part of what is 
so incredible about how God loves us is 
that when Christ tells us to love God and 
others, it facilitates living in obedience to 
God by meeting the needs of others, but it 
also provides for our deepest needs.  Mind 
blown? 

Mark 3 gives an account of Jesus selecting 
a small group of men and designating them 
as a special group: His twelve disciples.  We 
hear the words “disciple” and “discipleship” 
a lot these days, but what do they mean?  I 
have heard the word “disciple” described 
as a follower, a student, and an admirer. 

Although those are all accurate, perhaps my 
favorite definition is the simplest: the word 
WITH.  As a matter of fact, in the NIV, Mark 
says in verse 14,  “He appointed twelve . . 
. that they might be WITH Him.”  Isn’t that 
great?  Jesus called disciples to be WITH 
Him.  Earlier, the passage references many 
people, crowds even, who followed after 
Jesus.  They wanted to hear the authoritative 
teachings and see the miraculous healings!  
But, Jesus chose twelve with the specific 
purpose to be WITH Him.  To teach, to serve, 
to challenge, and ultimately to carry out the 
mission of the gospel.  

How often do we forget that this call is 
the same in our lives?  If we claim to be 
followers of Christ, then that following must 
be as disciples - living life WITH Christ, as we 
seek to help others come to know Him. Are 
you living life WITH Christ? Are you digging 
into His Word daily? 
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 

WEEK ONE

MARK 1:1-20
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“AND HE APPOINTED 
TWELVE SO THAT 
THEY MIGHT BE 
WITH HIM.”
MARK 3:14, ESV
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DEVOTIONAL

Welcome to another year devoted to a 
comprehensive and connected study of 
God’s Word.  Our hope is that we as Grace 
Community Church will Encounter God in a 
living, changing way.  This year we will be 
studying together from the books of Mark, 
Psalms, Ephesians, and Isaiah, and also from 
the lives of several characters in the Bible.   
Once again, we will study the selected 
passages each week in advance of 
the sermon using a rotating system of 
four different study methods to help us 
personally delve into the scriptures. We will 
memorize a portion of scripture and ask 
God through prayer to apply the truth of the 
scripture to our lives. It will be an exciting 
time in the life of our church.  

Our first passage of 2016 is Mark 1:1-20. 
The Gospel of Mark is a bit different than 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke as it book 
bypasses the entire story of Jesus’s birth and 
early life, and immediately addresses the 
purpose for which he had come: the ministry 
of reconciliation (reuniting sinful people with 
God).  In verses 16 and 17, Jesus invited two 
men to join him on this unique and world-
transforming mission. 

These two were fisherman and, as such, 
were common men who had little theological 
or scholastic training. And yet, they would 
become an integral part in spreading the 
message of Jesus to the world.  Jesus’s 
invitation to them was simple, “Follow me 
and I will make you become fisher’s of 
men.” Right away the heart of the mission 
is revealed: Jesus has come for his people.  
This mission is about providing a way for 
sinful people to be in a right and proper 
relationship with God.  

The response of Peter and Andrew is 
significant. They immediately dropped their 
nets and followed Jesus. What we’ll discover 
as we study Mark is that he was calling them 
to a ministry of disciple-making. Disciple-
makers help people know Jesus, grow in 
Jesus, and consequently help others do 
the same.   He called Peter and Andrew to 
this, but he is also calling us to it. We are to 
be “fishers of men” as well!  As we begin a 
new year, will you consider what it will take 
for you to commit to being a disciple who 
makes disciples? 
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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5DAY DEVOTIONAL

Mark 4:1-20 beautifully illustrates the 
importance of whether or not our hearts 
will accept the Word upon hearing it. The 
farmer doesn’t sow seed without the hope 
of producing a multiplying crop. Therefore, 
our response to the truth revealed in this 
parable should be to examine the condition 
of our own hearts. Let’s take a closer look at 
the varying conditions:

Pathway - Do you suffer from a hardened 
heart? A heart that has been walked on 
and abused, that doesn’t have the ability to 
receive the Word at all? Immediate disbelief 
that God’s Word can have power in your life?

Rocky - Do you long for love, acceptance, 
value, and truth, yet can’t receive it with 
lasting depth? Does the enemy have a 
foothold in your heart and rob you of the joy, 
causing you to fall back into your disbelief 
quickly after hearing the Word? 

Thorny - Do you read the Word and know 
it, but the demands of life seem bigger or 
louder? Have good things in your life begun 
to replace your time spent in the Word, 

entangling you in deception and leaving you 
unclear of what is good and what is evil?

Good - Are you willing to submit yourself 
to God’s tending care? Pulling the weeds, 
removing the rocks, mixing in the nutrients, 
making you more receptive to Him? Do you 
hear the Word and let it transform who you 
are and how you live?

If you are like me, your heart’s condition has 
fallen in each category at some season in 
your life. What is beautiful about this truth is 
that while our seasons are always changing, 
God’s Word and His desire to produce fruit 
in us is unchanging. And, if we allow God to 
tend to our hearts and work our soil, we can 
have crops that are producing – some thirty, 
some sixty, some a hundred times what was 
sown. We can have full and abundant LIFE! 

Proverbs 4:23 says, “Watch over your 
heart with all diligence, for from it flow the 
springs of life” (NASB). Will you trust God to 
watch over your heart so that His Word can 
produce life in you?
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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MARK 5:1-20
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5DAY DEVOTIONAL

I know, this devotion should be interesting, 
right? In this story, we have everything from 
demonic powers to pigs jumping in the sea! 
As crazy and intriguing as this event may be, 
what is equally crazy and intriguing is that 
the controlling powers in this world, and in 
our lives, ultimately submit to the infinite 
power of Jesus. 

Let’s look into this passage a bit more. 
What exactly is taking place? We learn that 
a man, controlled by a demon, has a life-
changing encounter with Jesus. This man 
runs to Jesus and falls on his knees. Then, 
he experiences the transforming power of 
Jesus when he begs Jesus to send out the 
“legion” of demons that control him. The 
term legion, a Roman word, describes a 
number ranging from 6,000-8,000. In other 
words, this man was controlled by the power 
of thousands of demons! Ultimately, this 
posed no resistance to the power of Jesus. 

This story may seem more fitting for 
Hollywood and completely un-relatable to 
us, but the more we study this event, the 
more the gap tends to shrink. Granted, 
we might not be controlled by demonic 

possession, but Scripture makes it clear 
that we are all controlled by some source, 
and that source has a supreme power in 
our lives. The controlling power in your life 
might simply be the pursuit of a particular 
economic or social status, receiving the 
approval of others, or achieving a difficult 
goal in life. What our hearts trust, our minds 
justify, our emotions long for, and our will 
carries out: this is truly what controls our 
lives. 

At the end of the Gospel of Mark, we see 
Jesus exchanging places with this man. As 
Jesus is stripped of His clothes, He is crying 
out, bleeding, and driven into the tomb. 
Jesus extends His power and frees broken 
people from lives enslaved to meaningless 
powers. Have you considered how the 
transforming power of Jesus overwhelms 
any power that seeks to control you? How 
different would your life be if the power 
of Jesus would overwhelm any competing 
power in your life? Considering what Christ 
has done for us, is it any wonder that He 
would send this changed man back to his 
people to tell of His transforming power?   

W
E

E
K

 5
:: M

A
R

K
 5

:1-2
0



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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MARK 7:1-23
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5DAY DEVOTIONAL

In Mark 7:1-23, Jesus is confronted and 
challenged not because of something that 
He has done, but because of something His 
disciples have done. Ultimately, however, 
the confrontation is about Jesus. If the 
Pharisees can prove that the disciples of 
Jesus are corrupt and not following God, 
then they can discredit Jesus Himself. The 
Pharisees challenge Him saying, “Why do 
your disciples not walk according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” They assessed outward conformity 
to religious tradition to determine whether a 
person was defiled or not. Jesus challenges 
this notion by flipping it on its head. He says 
to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting 
the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition!” In effect, Jesus 
says, “You think you’re honoring God, but 
you’re only out to serve yourselves.” Then 
Jesus gathers the crowd and says, “There 
is nothing outside a person that by going 
into him can defile him, but the things that 
come out of a person are what defile him.” 
The Pharisees would like to suggest that the 
problem with the disciples was their hands, 
but Jesus is adamant that the problem is not 
our hands, it is our hearts. 

Jesus is more concerned with inward reality 
than outward conformity, although this is 
not how we tend to operate our own lives. 
We find ourselves attempting to conform to 
outward appearances and traditions so that 
we may seem righteous or good. But, Jesus 
teaches us that those very motives are what 
defile us. Doing the right thing so that we 
get the credit, not because we have been 
changed by the gospel, is the wrong thing. 
That is why Jesus says, “These people honor 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me!” 

There is a way to honor God with our lips, 
and dishonor him with our hearts. If outward 
conformity is our aim, we mistake the 
mission and purpose of Jesus to change our 
hearts. 

Are you trying hard to live up to your faith? 
Or, are you trusting in the transformative 
power of the gospel to bring about change 
in your life? In light of Jesus’ words, let us 
check our hearts and motives, and look to 
Him with joy as the only hope we have for 
acceptance!
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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MARK 8:34-9:1
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DEVOTIONAL

These verses contain the greatest discourse 
given by Christ on discipleship. These words 
expose the heart of what it means to follow 
Christ.  They reveal the result of giving one’s 
life to Christ, and, conversely, the negative 
consequences of being ashamed to follow 
Christ.

Exhorting us to follow Him daily and to 
live this present life in view of eternity, 
Christ gives this very serious warning: “For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when He comes in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels.”

What does it mean to be ashamed of Jesus? 
Being “ashamed” of Christ and His words is 
failing to identify with Christ and follow Him 
in daily life; instead, it is seeking to live for 
the approval of the world. The situation at 
this point is of a believer who, because of 
shame and embarrassment of Christ, has 
chosen not to daily follow and walk with 
Him before the world. Rather, he or she has 

chosen to seek approval from the world and, 
thus, has led a life of unfaithfulness while 
on earth. 

Why would we ever be tempted to be 
ashamed of Jesus? This is a hard and 
important question to consider. After an 
honest examination, could it be that we are 
at times ashamed of Jesus, because we 
haven’t fully grasped how unashamed He 
was with us when he carried his own cross 
and died on that cross to welcome us in to 
his life? 

Ponder for a moment the reality that Jesus 
has never been ashamed of you. Even in the 
midst of your ugliest sin, He was unashamed 
of you, to the point of considering it worthy 
enough to die for you. Wow! In light of this 
truth, how then can you ever be ashamed 
of Jesus today as we pick up our cross and 
follow Him? 



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 

WEEK ONE

MARK 1:1-20

3%
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Welcome to another year devoted to a 
comprehensive and connected study of 
God’s Word.  Our hope is that we as Grace 
Community Church will Encounter God in a 
living, changing way.  This year we will be 
studying together from the books of Mark, 
Psalms, Ephesians, and Isaiah, and also from 
the lives of several characters in the Bible.   
Once again, we will study the selected 
passages each week in advance of 
the sermon using a rotating system of 
four different study methods to help us 
personally delve into the scriptures. We will 
memorize a portion of scripture and ask 
God through prayer to apply the truth of the 
scripture to our lives. It will be an exciting 
time in the life of our church.  

Our first passage of 2016 is Mark 1:1-20. 
The Gospel of Mark is a bit different than 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke as it book 
bypasses the entire story of Jesus’s birth and 
early life, and immediately addresses the 
purpose for which he had come: the ministry 
of reconciliation (reuniting sinful people with 
God).  In verses 16 and 17, Jesus invited two 
men to join him on this unique and world-
transforming mission. 

These two were fisherman and, as such, 
were common men who had little theological 
or scholastic training. And yet, they would 
become an integral part in spreading the 
message of Jesus to the world.  Jesus’s 
invitation to them was simple, “Follow me 
and I will make you become fisher’s of 
men.” Right away the heart of the mission 
is revealed: Jesus has come for his people.  
This mission is about providing a way for 
sinful people to be in a right and proper 
relationship with God.  

The response of Peter and Andrew is 
significant. They immediately dropped their 
nets and followed Jesus. What we’ll discover 
as we study Mark is that he was calling them 
to a ministry of disciple-making. Disciple-
makers help people know Jesus, grow in 
Jesus, and consequently help others do 
the same.   He called Peter and Andrew to 
this, but he is also calling us to it. We are to 
be “fishers of men” as well!  As we begin a 
new year, will you consider what it will take 
for you to commit to being a disciple who 
makes disciples? 
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“BUT WHO DO YOU SAY 
THAT I AM?” PETER 

ANSWERED HIM, “YOU 
ARE THE CHRIST.”

MARK 8:29, ESV



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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Someone once told me, “I see you behind a 
table at lots of events.” I joked that standing 
behind tables is a spiritual gift! I love to 
serve! I love hospitality and helping. It’s 
part of who I am, how I was raised, and my 
spiritual gifting. 
  
That is why I love this passage. Serving is 
how God’s kingdom works! However, God 
has challenged me that I’m only willing to 
serve as long as it is safe and comfortable. 
The NLT translates verse 43 as follows, “But 
among you it will be different. Whoever 
wants to be a leader among you must 
be your servant.” I want to serve, not 
lead. Then God began to work on my 
heart, encouraging me to help others grow 
spiritually. My first reaction was, “I don’t 
want to lead!” The definition of “to lead” is 
to “show the way by going in advance.” Then 
I realized, that’s what Jesus did. He went 
before us as our example, and He served 
us all the way to death. Am I willing to serve 
others by showing them the way? Or, do I 
instead prefer to take the safe route and 
only follow behind?    

We are called to come alongside each other 
in our spiritual walk. That means sometimes 
I will follow and sometimes I will be the one 
to go before. Am I willing to look at those 
around me and say, “I’ve been there. Let 
me walk with you through this.” I’m turning 
40 this year, and the truth is I’ve gone in 
advance of others at this point. Do I keep 
to myself and serve superficially because 
it’s safe? Or, do I allow myself to serve 
God by coming alongside others in deeper 
relationships?   

Serving others by coming alongside them is 
not as scary as I thought. God was faithful 
to stretch me, and I’ve found great joy in 
serving people this way. Jesus doesn’t call 
us to do something, set the example for us, 
and then not equip us. He walks with us 
every step of the way!

How about you? Are you willing to be 
poured out for others, or do you want to just 
keep standing behind a table?



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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DEVOTIONAL

In Mark 12:41-44, a cursory glance of this 
parable might leave you thinking it is only 
about financial giving; however, as we read 
other translations, a much deeper meaning 
takes shape - that of sacrifice. One version 
describes the woman’s actions in these 
words: “Others gave what they’ll never miss; 
she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t 
afford” (MSG). Talk about conviction! 

When I give, it tends to be out of abundance, 
not suffering. For example, I drop off a trunk 
of items to charity or volunteer in a ministry 
when I have extra time.  But is that truly 
surrendering? Do I give out of abundance or 
surplus? Is it painful? Is it sacrificial? 
These questions are important to ask 
because sacrificial giving requires a greater 
level of trust. By giving sacrificially, we trust 
that when we give what we can’t afford 
(our money, time, talent, etc.), the Lord will 
take care of our needs. Another translation 
says, “She . . . put in everything - all she 
had to live on” (NIV). What trust she had in 

the Lord’s provision! She put her life in His 
hands and exercised complete reliability on 
Him. If our giving is from abundance instead 
of sacrifice, we rob ourselves of the ability 
to depend on God to meet our needs, and 
we forego the privilege of remembering His 
sacrifice for us. 

I can’t help but wonder how Jesus later met 
this woman’s needs. Did He bless her with 
abundant food? Future wealth? Perhaps a 
husband to provide for her? While these are 
good and helpful things on earth, we know 
for certain that her blessing was eternity 
with Him. It was apparent from the story that 
she understood the enormity of eternity with 
Christ and was not giving to get anything 
more. I desire to give as the woman gave: 
sacrificially, with no strings attached, firm in 
the understanding that our future is secure 
in Him. With no promise of a reward or 
blessing, but only the trust that God knows 
what I need and will meet my needs in ways 
unimaginable! 



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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We have thousands of memories etched 
into our minds. Scientists estimate the 
human storage capacity to be somewhere 
between 10 and 100 terabytes (1 Terabyte 
= 1,000 Gigabytes) of memory.  Astounding 
as that is, it does not take a scientist to 
recognize that the most deeply imprinted 
memories in our minds are the farewells.  
There is a reason that, after 34 years, a 
fictional alien named E.T. saying goodbye to 
Elliott consistently ranks as cinema’s most 
powerful moment.  Despite how desperately 
we want to rewrite history, farewells are the 
most difficult memories to forget.  As Christ-
followers, it is vital to understand Jesus’ 
farewell to His disciples because it has 
significant implications for our lives today 
and in the future.

In Mark 14:12-25, we read about the last 
hours of Jesus’ life.  First, we can appreciate 
that the time leading up to Jesus’ betrayal 
was intentional and controlled by Him, not 
Judas.  Second, we can acknowledge the 
pain that Judas’s duplicity caused Jesus 
and the other disciples as he had been 
an integral part of this group who had left 
everything to follow the Messiah.  Despite 

the immense grief caused by Judas, the 
traitor, Jesus provides hope by symbolically 
sharing Himself in the breaking of bread 
and the sharing of the common cup, both 
symbolic of the new covenant that was to 
come. Before the dinner ends, Jesus directs 
their hope to eternity, when we will dine 
anew in the kingdom of God.

Jesus endured all of this - betrayal, a broken 
body, and spilled blood - to give us life in 
Him! As Christ-followers, it is Jesus’ farewell 
that directs our next steps: 1) frequently 
remember with gratitude the death and 
resurrection of Christ, 2) realize that in our 
present relationship with Christ, only He can 
transform the sin in our lives, and 3) look 
forward to the future when he returns and 
the banquet celebration begins.

Today, make time to ask yourself, how has 
life in Christ changed you?  Verbally thank 
God for that transformation.  Is there sin in 
your life that you are trying to transform on 
your own through behavior modification?  
If so, confess it.  Lastly, ask yourself what 
excites you most about Christ’s return, and 
celebrate it!



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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DEVOTIONAL

College freshman at orientation, a bride and 
groom on their wedding day, and novice 
runners at the starting line of their first 
marathon all have one thing in common: 
they don’t know what they don’t know.  
Though they’ve been told things may get 
difficult, their passion and optimism are 
running high, and they can’t fully fathom 
the type of commitment it will take to 
successfully navigate the challenges they 
are about to face.

In Mark 14: 26-31, we find Peter, one of 
Jesus’ disciples, feeling the exact emotions. 
It is the night that Jesus will be betrayed 
and arrested, and He warns the disciples 
that they are all about to fall away. Yet, 
passionate Peter proclaims emphatically that 
even if everyone else falls away, he will not. 
In fact, even if he has to die with Jesus, he is 
willing to do that!

Peter didn’t know what he didn’t know.

He had no idea that his passion for Jesus 
would soon be quenched by his fear of 
being identified with Him. He was clueless 
that his commitment to Jesus was so feeble, 
he would deny even knowing Him.

But Jesus knew what Peter didn’t. He 
expected Peter’s failure. He predicted it. It 
didn’t catch Him by surprise.

The beauty of this is that even as Jesus 
predicts Peter’s denial, we see him hinting 
towards Peter’s future restoration.  In verse 
28, Jesus promises that after He is raised 
up, He’ll go before the disciples to Galilee 
– He’ll meet up with them there, ready to 
receive them again. 

At that point, Peter will know what he didn’t 
know: that Jesus’ commitment to him, 
not his own passion, would sustain their 
relationship. He will know unconditional, 
redemptive, restorative love in a way he had 
never experienced before, and he will be 
able to rest in the arms of his Savior instead 
of trying to perform in a way that would 
prove his love.

Like Peter, most of us have faced moments 
that we never thought would come - when 
we’ve allowed fear to keep us from identifying 
ourselves with Jesus. Take a moment to 
thank God that even when we deny Him, He 
forgives us and remains committed to us in 
redemptive, restorative love.



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 

WEEK ONE

MARK 1:1-20
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“THIS GOSPEL CONVEYS 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT 
ABOUT JESUS. HE IS NOT 
MERELY A HISTORICAL 
FIGURE, BUT A LIVING 
REALITY, A PERSON WHO 

ADDRESSES US TODAY.”
TIM KELLER (KING’S CROSS)
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DEVOTIONAL

Welcome to another year devoted to a 
comprehensive and connected study of 
God’s Word.  Our hope is that we as Grace 
Community Church will Encounter God in a 
living, changing way.  This year we will be 
studying together from the books of Mark, 
Psalms, Ephesians, and Isaiah, and also from 
the lives of several characters in the Bible.   
Once again, we will study the selected 
passages each week in advance of 
the sermon using a rotating system of 
four different study methods to help us 
personally delve into the scriptures. We will 
memorize a portion of scripture and ask 
God through prayer to apply the truth of the 
scripture to our lives. It will be an exciting 
time in the life of our church.  

Our first passage of 2016 is Mark 1:1-20. 
The Gospel of Mark is a bit different than 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke as it book 
bypasses the entire story of Jesus’s birth and 
early life, and immediately addresses the 
purpose for which he had come: the ministry 
of reconciliation (reuniting sinful people with 
God).  In verses 16 and 17, Jesus invited two 
men to join him on this unique and world-
transforming mission. 

These two were fisherman and, as such, 
were common men who had little theological 
or scholastic training. And yet, they would 
become an integral part in spreading the 
message of Jesus to the world.  Jesus’s 
invitation to them was simple, “Follow me 
and I will make you become fisher’s of 
men.” Right away the heart of the mission 
is revealed: Jesus has come for his people.  
This mission is about providing a way for 
sinful people to be in a right and proper 
relationship with God.  

The response of Peter and Andrew is 
significant. They immediately dropped their 
nets and followed Jesus. What we’ll discover 
as we study Mark is that he was calling them 
to a ministry of disciple-making. Disciple-
makers help people know Jesus, grow in 
Jesus, and consequently help others do 
the same.   He called Peter and Andrew to 
this, but he is also calling us to it. We are to 
be “fishers of men” as well!  As we begin a 
new year, will you consider what it will take 
for you to commit to being a disciple who 
makes disciples? 
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CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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MARK 15
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As we head to Easter, I always want to take 
time to read over Jesus’ crucifixion. I try to 
imagine what He was thinking, feeling, and 
physically experiencing. Over the past few 
years, though, God has drawn my attention 
to the people surrounding Jesus. What 
must they have been thinking, feeling, and 
physically experiencing?

In Mark 15, Jesus is delivered to Pilate 
to stand trial for the various accusations 
against Him. Upon examining Jesus, Pilate 
finds no fault or guilt in Jesus, but the crowd 
demands that Jesus is guilty. Pilate, at the 
request of the people, decides that he will 
give the crowd a choice of one prisoner 
for him to release. Of all the prisoners 
that could be chosen, Pilate settles on 
one man: Barabbas. This man was found 
guilty of taking another man’s life, and 
as a guilty murderer, Barabbas has been 
justly sentenced to death. The crowd must 
choose who they will release - the murderer 
Barabbas, or Jesus the Messiah.

To the shock of Pilate, the crowd screamed 
for Barabbas’s release. Pilate, not knowing 
what to do next, asks the crowd what he 
should do with Jesus. They shout, “Crucify 

him” And, Mark 15:15 records Pilate’s 
response, “So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to 
be crucified.”

Jesus must have been in mental anguish, 
writhing in pain as they nailed him to the 
cross, and feeling heartbroken for the 
people demanding His death. But what 
about Barabbas? What was he thinking as 
he watched Jesus exchange His innocence 
for his own guilt? What was he feeling as 
Jesus’ hands were nailed to a tree while his 
were released from their chains? What did 
Barabbas experience as Jesus exchanged 
His life for his own?

Mark 15 reminds me that I was Barabbas - 
justly convicted for my depravity, a prisoner 
of sin, and sentenced to death. But, Jesus 
took our guilt, our sin, and our place on the 
cross.

This week, put yourself in the place of 
Barabbas. What would you be thinking, 
feeling, and experiencing as you watch 
Jesus exchange His life for yours?



CAPTION + CONTENT

1. Read the entire chapter for this 
week’s passage. 

2. Give the chapter a short descriptive 
title. Use one word if possible.

3. Describe, summarize, paraphrase, 
outline or make a list of the major 
points in the chapter. 

PEOPLE, PLACES, 
THINGS + CRUCIAL WORDS

1. List the most important people, 
places, or things in the chapter. Why 
did you choose them?

2. Write down key words from the 
chapter. 

CHALLENGES + 
CROSS-REFERENCES

1. List any difficulties you have with the 
chapter. 

2. Use the cross-reference in a study 
Bible and look up other verses listed 
to get a better understanding of 
what the chapter is talking about.

CHRIST SEEN + 
LESSONS LEARNED

1. What does this chapter tell you about 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, or God 
the Father? Write it down.

2. How do these truths apply to you 
and what steps can you take to apply 
them? 
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WEEK THIRTEEN

MARK 16
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If we have any church background, we have 
heard this story multiple times and often 
around the same time each year. When I 
read a familiar text, I try to read it with a 
fresh perspective as if I’ve never read or 
heard it before. Will you join me in that? Go 
ahead and take some time to read Mark 16 
like you’ve never read it before, and then 
come back to this.

In the story, we see three women who, en 
route to visit the tomb of Jesus, purchase 
burial spices to anoint Jesus’ body to pay 
respects to a man they loved. On their way, 
they ask the question, “Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” It is clear they are concerned that 
they will not be able to do what they had 
planned because they could not physically 
roll the stone away. They know what they 
are supposed to do, yet they are concerned 
about getting it done.

Have you ever felt this way? Have you ever 
felt called to something, but have been 
concerned about how it will work out? I 
know I have. But, in Mark 16, the women are 
shocked at what they see when they arrive 

at the tomb: the stone has been rolled away 
and Jesus isn’t there. Instead, an angel at 
the tomb gives them a message of hope: 
Jesus has risen!  Then the angel commands 
them to go and tell. God had made provision 
before they even arrived. 

I believe God does the same today. There 
are times when we are concerned about 
how a situation, a relationship, or a season 
will work out. We can rest knowing at least 
these two things: (1) God goes before you 
and is with you, (2) When the unexpected 
happens, He has a message of hope and 
provides direction if we will only pause and 
listen.

My life has been riddled with looking for 
God in the wrong places. Yet, because He 
is faithful, God has always gone ahead of 
me and asked me to follow Him where He 
is going, not necessarily where I thought 
I needed to go. His plans always bring 
assurance and glory to His name. Have you 
been looking for God in the wrong places? 
Are you concerned about a situation? Will 
you accept the message of hope Christ 
offers?  Will you go and tell?
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