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DAY 1 - PR AY

Read through the passage, again if you’ve already done
so. Spend time in prayer, confessing your sin and asking
God to help you understand what His Word says. Pray
for humility and courage to be obedient to the truth He
reveals. Pray for the church as we study this passage
together.
DAY 2 - O B S E R V E

Write down any people, places, or things that stand out
to you in this passage. What do you know about them?
Are there any phrases that stand out?
DAY 3 -

UNDERSTAND

What is the author saying? What message is he trying to
convey? Write it in as few words as possible. What does
it say about God? Humanity?
DAY 4 - R E F E R E N C E

What other scriptures in the Bible address this same
topic or issue? If you aren’t sure, use some of the words
or names you identified on day two and see if they
appear anywhere else using a concordance, usually
located in the back of any Bible.
DAY 5 - A PPLY

What implications does this scripture have for your
life? How does it apply? To you? To the culture around
you? To the Church? Write down one application of this
scripture and think of ways you can actively work to
respond in obedience to God’s Word.
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USING THIS STUDY

5X5
P R AY E R S

One of the greatest moments in the book of Acts is the
ascension of Christ (Acts 1:9-11). After the ascension, the
disciples journeyed to Jerusalem and gathered together
in the upper room. What must that conversation have
been like? We can only imagine. But one thing we do
know is they devoted themselves to prayer together in
“one accord” (Acts 1:14). From this moment, we learn
that the art of being disciples and making disciples is
praying in one accord with each other. Therefore, this is
exactly what we are going to do this entire year.
To pray in unity and with devotion, we are going to
provide a structure that is congregation-centered yet
with a personal bent. We are referring to this structure
as our “5 x 5 Prayers.” Here’s how it will work:

8

5 PEOPLE

Choose 5 people, people who need to know God or who
need to grow in God, that you will pray for during this
portion of the Re:Acts series. Write them down below.
1

2

3

4

5

5 DAY S O F T H E W E E K

Get into a rhythm in your life. The prayers don’t need to
be long, but they need to be consistent.
Please keep track of how God answers your prayers. We
ask you to consider sharing your answered prayers by
sending an email to 5x5answered@gcc.org.
Let’s move together, as disciples, praying together for
more people to make the name of Jesus known.
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GROW IN FAITH

STUDY
THE WORD
TOGETHER
10
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ACTS 8:1, 12,
25, 26-39

RE:ACTS

BY JON J E N Z

A good friend and I were talking recently about what it looks
like to be a disciple of Christ. We were both laying out various
thoughts on discipleship when he said, “A disciple is one who
abides in Christ everyday and sees everything that is in front
of him as an opportunity to live for Christ.” What a powerful
statement! I particularly like the phrase, “…sees everything that
is in front of him as an opportunity.” This means that the choices
we make—to be honest with our spouse, to love that co-worker
that hates us, or to get down at floor level with our children—
these are the “everything’s” to which my friend referred.
In Acts 8, we read about Phillip and his efforts to spread the
good news about Jesus in Samaria. Phillip, filled with power
from the Holy Spirit, performed signs and wonders that
amazed the Samaritans. (Vs. 4-8) The final section in Chapter
8 tells of Phillip’s encounter with the Ethiopian Eunuch.
After Phillip was on this particular road, the Bible says he saw
the Ethiopian, “And the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over and join
this chariot.’ So Philip ran to him…” (Acts 8:29-30 ESV)
Undoubtedly, the Lord initiated this encounter with Phillip
and the Ethiopian. When Luke, the author of Acts, writes that
an angel of the Lord is present, this usually indicates God’s
presence is manifest and holy activity is occurring. Consider
Phillip’s obedience in verses 27 and 30: both times he obeyed.
The second time, he even ran at the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. When was the last time you ran because God gave you a
strong directive?
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Pastor Bill Hybels says, “You have never looked at a person
that doesn’t matter to God.” Every person, regardless of
how we feel about them, matters to God! Jesus died for
everyone. The Apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians, “For
Christ’s love compels us…and He died for all, that those who
live should no longer live for themselves but for Him...” (2
Cor. 5:14-15 NIV) Phillip was filled with the Lord, living in His
power and strength which prompted him to obey and live
for Christ.

REACT

Pray John 15:5 over your 5 people each day this
week. Pray that they, too, would abide in Christ
and one day bear fruit.

STUDY

Read John 15
Memorize John 15:5
Look for moments each day to prayerfully
encounter people as God puts them before you.

5X5

I notice Paul says, “…that those who live should no longer
live for themselves…” Really? I am very selfish. You are too!
Here’s the thing: we will never be perfect at obedience. We
need to remember that Jesus lived, died, and rose for me
and for you. When we fail to abide in Christ, and we realize
it, let’s praise God that He brought us to that realization!
Then, let’s choose Jesus all over again. Set your heart, mind,
body, and soul on His love, abide in Him, and have the eyes
and ears of Phillip by being ready to “open your mouth” and
share “the good news about Jesus.” (Acts 8:35 ESV)

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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Day 5
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ACTS 9:1-19
BY DA N N Y L A MON T E

RE:ACTS

“What were you like when you were my age, Dad?” is a
question my kids often ask me. The question is harder to
answer than it seems because as a kid, I was fearful and shy.
One story from my youth particularly illustrates this reality.
I was around 8 years old when my family and I were sitting
at a fast food restaurant in our home town. My dad had
forgotten to grab any condiments and asked me, an 8-year
old, to walk back to the counter and ask for ketchup. It
was a simple request that left me petrified. “Me? Talk to
a stranger? By myself? A child, speaking to an adult?”
Questions of self-doubt raced through my brain. My dad,
noticing my fear, encouraged me saying, “I am right here. I
will watch you the whole time. I promise they will give you
the ketchup.” Those 10 steps felt like they took 10 minutes.
The question stuttered from my dry mouth, and the next
thing I knew, ketchup was in my hand, and I was in my
seat again.
Acts 9:1-19 records one of the most famous gospel
conversion stories in all of the New Testament. Saul, a
religious tyrant, persecutor of Christians, murderer of
Stephen, is knocked off his horse and blinded by Jesus.
Saul stumbles into Damascus unable to see, having had
his world rocked by Jesus. He likely wondered what would
happen next. Would Jesus appear to him again? Would He
verbally speak to Paul again? How would the story end?
A man named Ananias enters the scene and is told by Jesus
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to go to Saul and heal his blindness. Ananias, knowing
Saul’s well-earned reputation, responds as I would – with
fear. Saul has commissioned the imprisonment and murder
of men like Ananias, and now Jesus wants Ananias to go
to him! Here we see the beauty of the gospel: Ananias is
invited to take part in Jesus’ transformation of Saul to
Paul. Ananias, trusting in Jesus, walks in faithful obedience
to God in the mission of the gospel.

REACT

This week, pray for boldness and then extend that
invitation you’ve been withholding, and share the
gospel with that person you’ve been avoiding.
Choose to be obedient and quit stalling.

STUDY

Read Acts 1:8
Spend time in prayer considering this verse and
its implications.

5X5

Who has God laid on your heart with whom you should
share the gospel? Who do you need to invite into your
home, but you’ve been avoiding it? From whom are you
hiding your faith in Jesus out of fear?

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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Day 5
Apply

STAND STRONG

PRAY FOR
BOLDNESS
16
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ACTS 10
BY BET T Y O’ M A K E R

RE:ACTS

I will let you in on a little secret about me, although it is
probably not as much of a secret as I suppose. My secret
is that I am prejudiced. “No way,” is your response, I hope.
But yes, sadly, it is true. I have laughingly said, “I want
mercy for me and justice for the other guys.” However, it is
not really a joke. I tend to minimize my sins and maximize
the sins of others. I have varying degrees of prejudices that
hinder my effectiveness in fulfilling His command to go and
make disciples of all nations. And I am not alone.
God had to break down some of the prejudices of the early
church, too. Peter, a first-hand witness of Jesus’ ministry
that included some Gentiles, was among those given the
command to “go and make disciples of all nations.” Yet the
Christian movement in Acts 10 was still essentially Jewish
approximately 6-7 years after this command had been given.
Jewish prejudice against the Gentiles, the “others”, ran long
and deep. Jonah boarded a ship headed out from Joppa
in an attempt to avoid his God-given mission to preach
to Israel’s arch-enemy in Ninevah. Interestingly, Peter is
in Joppa when he receives the vision that sends him with
the gospel to another arch-enemy of Israel, a centurion
in the army of their Roman oppressors. God confronted
Peter’s prejudice and changed his attitude toward Gentiles.
Without this change in attitude, most of us may have never
heard the good news.
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REACT

Ask God to reveal any areas of prejudice in your life.
Are any of these areas preventing you from sharing
the gospel with anyone? Repent, ask for God’s
forgiveness, and look for opportunities to share the
gospel of God’s love with them. What are some ways
you can be used both near and far in fulfilling Jesus’
command to make disciples of all nations?

5X5

Read Acts 10 and pray for your five that they will
be open to hear the message of the Gospel and
that God will use you as an instrument to share His
message and His love with them.

STUDY

The truth is that we are the “others,” and the gospel is
for everyone, friend or foe. “For everyone has sinned; we
all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” We may not get
a vision like Peter, but God deals with our obvious and
hidden prejudices. He wants us to step out of our comfort
zone, cross cultural and social boundaries, and take His
good news to a lost and dying world. It could be right next
door, across town, or around the world. Are you willing to
take that step?

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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Day 4
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Day 5
Apply

A C T S 11:19-28

RE:ACTS

BY ST E PH E N W IC K L I F F E

There are many “first” events in life that we consider
significant enough to document and archive in the universe
of social media. First steps, first day of school, first job, first
child, first grandchild, first home, and a multitude of other
events that are forever etched into our memories. Do you
remember the first time someone shared Christ with you,
invested in you, and equipped you to be a disciple who
makes more disciples? Prior to that first experience with the
gospel in your life, there were Christ-followers throughout
scripture who heeded the words of Christ by taking the
initiative to be and make disciples.
In Acts 11, we see a critical moment as disciples are
multiplied and the gospel spreads to the uttermost parts
of the world, notably to Antioch of Syria. Persecution
of Christians was rampant, Stephen had been martyred
by the stones of zealous Pharisees, and Christ-followers
were fleeing to the outlying areas. Defying human logic,
persecution only fueled the church causing it to flourish
rather than perish.
Birthed from the thriving persecuted church came the
colossal countercultural shift when Jewish Christ-followers
took initiative and shared the gospel with Greek-speaking
Gentiles. The author wants us to understand the magnitude
of this shift that motivated Jewish Christ-followers to die
to their selfish ambitions and value Gentiles more than
themselves. Jews and Gentiles had a history of hostility;
they did not even speak to one another. Yet these Jewish
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believers, defying cultural norms, obediently shared the
Gospel with the Gentiles.
These Christ-followers did not let their obedience end with
their witness about the gospel; it continued with Barnabas,
Saul, and others giving a full year of their lives to make
disciples in a city (Antioch) that history tells us was utterly
corrupt. The church in Antioch grew to be defined by the
transforming work of the Holy Spirit, and locals began
describing these transformed, passionate Christ-followers
as disciples.

REACT

Read Acts 11:21
Consider the magnitude of what happened in Acts
11 and the role of the Holy Spirit. Do you believe
this is possible in your own life?

5X5

Pray in the confidence of Acts 11:21 that God
would open the eyes of your 5 to see the hopeless
spaces in their lives and desire the hope of Christ
to move in and take up residence.

STUDY

It is remarkable what can happen when the Holy Spirit
prompts us to take the initiative, and we obey. These
persecuted followers of Christ in Acts 11 chose to endure
hostility to reach a segment of the population that was lost
and needed discipleship. What is your response?

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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Day 5
Apply

THE GOSPEL SPREAD

PERSECUTION
GREW THE
CHURCH
22
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A C T S 12:1-19

RE:ACTS

BY C H R I S W I T T

Peter is set free from prison. Man, what an obvious
opportunity for metaphor, because God can free us from
all kinds of “chains.” If you are depending on something
to feel at peace, find happiness, numb yourself, or
anything like that, then you are not free. No matter the
source – recreational drugs, alcohol, porn, shopping,
career, achievement, opinions, or even isolation, if you are
dependent on it, then you are chained to it. However, God
can set you free with the same power you see in scripture.
Similar to Peter, you need to wake up, follow His voice (you
know, the other one you hear but work hard to ignore), let
him lead you to people who can help, and freedom will be
possible. God can do supernatural, freedom-giving work in
response to our prayers for deliverance.
However, the story of Peter’s deliverance from prison isn’t
just a big metaphor; it is about God’s intervention when
His eternal purposes are opposed. It is about praying to
be set free so that we can realize our greater existence.
While it is true that God delivers us from our addictions,
persecutions, and personal struggles, deliverance is
not the point. The transforming work of the gospel that
follows is always the point.
“Earnest prayer was made to God for [Peter] by the
church.” (v5) The church exists to bless the world as it has
been blessed. If this was all just about improving Peter’s
situation, then we might see him return to a comfortable
fisherman’s life. Yet evidence suggests that Peter lived into
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his sixties, eventually dying a martyr’s death for his work
of bringing the love of Jesus to the lost.

REACT

Read Acts 12:5
What chains are holding you back? Name them,
confess them, and pray for deliverance.

5X5

Pray for the 5 on your list, that they may be
delivered from whatever holds them in chains.
Maybe you are even at a point where you can ask
one of them to lunch. Tell them Peter’s story, talk
about your personal chains, and then ask them,
“Is there anything in your life to which you feel
chained? How can I help you and pray for you to
find freedom?”

STUDY

Pray desperately for your deliverance today, and
remember the “why” behind it. You exist to be a light
in the darkness. Whatever is holding you back is also
denying you the glory and pleasure found in the good
work God has for you. Pray for more than deliverance.
Pray for a life that breeds significance. Pray for freedom
that manifests calling.

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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ACTS 13
BY JAY F E RG U S ON

RE:ACTS

Paul and his colleagues faced resistance at every turn, and
Acts 13 is no exception. Paul and Barnabas, following the
Holy Spirit’s clear leading, enter Salamis. They face BarJesus, a false prophet intent on inciting people against
them. They then travel to Antioch, only to again be faced
with jealous Jewish leaders who persecute the men,
forcing them out of the area. Remember, the Holy Spirit
told them to go here!
As we engage in missional living, our imaginations conjure
this “mystique of ministry”- if God calls us to a place, to
a ministry, surely we will be given success, right? Surely
people will roll out the red carpet for us, hearts will be ripe
for plucking, and the harvest will be bountiful. We will feel
affirmed, ready to take on the world for Jesus but soon
realize our imaginings were no more real than one of BarJesus’ magic tricks.
Instead, we face resistance or painfully slow progress.
Sometimes we even face persecution, whether through
mild social ostracism or awkwardness, or even negative
employment or relational consequences. We may doubt
the Holy Spirit actually called us to engage people for the
gospel and be tempted to retreat to the safer climes of our
own spiritual well-being, going back to our all-Christian
Bible studies, communities, and friend groups. “Maybe I’m
going about this all wrong,” we think, “it really shouldn’t
be this hard, should it?”
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God cares as much about the depths of our dependence
as accomplishing His purposes in others’ lives. His
mission fields are the strongholds around us and
within us. Like Paul walking back into Lystra after being
stoned and dragged out, staying in the game, remaining
steadfast, and persisting through, resistance builds
reliance, brokenness, and submission. Brokenness
is realizing my bankruptcy but for God’s grace and
provision, and submission is willingness to trust in the
Lord as the giver of all good things, to follow his will
regardless the cost. Both lead to humble hearts God uses
to change the world. This is why Christ’s disciples never
feared resistance but welcomed it.

REACT

Read Acts 13 again, then focus on verse 41
Consider all that God has done to work His will,
even in the face of strong opposition.

5X5

Perhaps you’ve experienced resistance from one
or more of your 5 people. Pray that God would
do a powerful work in their lives. Choose now to
be obedient when the Spirit moves you to speak
truth in love.

STUDY

As you pray for and engage the people in your life on
mission for Christ, where are you facing resistance? How
do you need to surrender to God’s sanctifying work in
you, as you work in other’s lives?

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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A C T S 14:8-18

RE:ACTS

BY K Y L E S M I T H

Kristy and I traveled to a foreign country on our
honeymoon. People often mistook me as a native,
and I found myself in the middle of conversations in
which I understood very little. I would just smile and
nod. I’m not sure what my demeanor conveyed or what
opinions I approved with my constant nodding. One very
enthusiastic man seemed to be describing the beauty of
the ocean, but as I later found out he was warning us of the
incoming tropical storm. We were outsiders, far from our
comfortable surroundings and unable to communicate.
When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Lystra, they entered a
foreign land not only in geography, but also in language,
spiritual beliefs, and worship practices. While there,
Paul spoke to a crowd in Lystra at which time a crippled
man was healed and began to walk. As a result of the
miraculous healing, the people prepared to offer sacrifices
because they misunderstood Paul and Barnabas to be the
mythological gods Hermes and Zeus. Paul corrected them
and pointed them to the good news of the living God.
Paul and Barnabas engaged the people of Lystra and
invested great effort and time during their stay. They saw
a need, and they were obedient and available to be used
by God.
We’re surrounded by needs, but we’re busy, tired, or
intimidated. It’s easy to avoid someone at the grocery
store, not engage the irritating person at work, or look
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REACT

Read 1 Timothy 4:10
Write this verse on a sticky note and put it
somewhere you will see it daily. Let it remind you
and prompt you to share the hope of Christ with
others.

5X5

Pray, according to 1 Timothy 4:10, that your 5
would place their hope only in the living God.

STUDY

past the sadness on a waiter’s face. Those things are
easy. What if we did what was hard? Let’s invite the
Holy Spirit to reveal a need to us and be available to
encourage someone.

Day 1
Pray

Day 2

Observe

Day 3

Understand
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ACTS 16:5

CHURCHES WERE
STRENGTHENED IN
THE FAITH, AND THEY
INCREASED IN
NUMBERS DAILY

