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The 10 Commandments Intro (Part 1)
BIBLE STUDY & DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Narrative Context of the 10 Commandments

The passages below will provide helpful context for our sermon series on
the Ten Commandments, however the pastors at each campus may
preach from different passages this week.

Exodus 19:1-9; 34:1-27

The 10 commandments are not a random list of laws. They are divine revelation through
which the LORD (Yahweh) established a covenant relationship with the descendants of
Abraham, whom he had recently delivered from slavery in Egypt. Unlike contemporary
laws, God’s purpose for the 10 commandments was far more than moral goodness and
social cohesion. Obedience to God’s commandments would allow the Israelites to
demonstrate God’s character to the nations and demonstrate his superiority over their
false gods. As a kingdom of priests, Israel was supposed to extend God’s covenant
blessings to all the families of the earth (Gen 12:1-3).

Discussion Questions

1. What has taken place in the book of Exodus leading up to the giving of the Ten
Commandments? See this 7-minute video overview of Exodus 1-18 by The Bible
Project. Why is it significant that God rescued his people before he gave them
the Ten Commandments?

2. Why do you think Israel needed the instructions contained in the Ten
Commandments?

3. What benefit would Israel receive from keeping God’s covenant? What benefit
would God receive if Israel kept the covenant?

4. Do you tend to think of the Ten Commandments as a list of restrictive rules, or as
an invitation to participate in a covenant relationship with God? How do these two
ways of framing God’s law affect the way you think and feel about the
commandments?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jH_aojNJM3E
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Prayer Suggestions

Praise God for desiring to be in a covenant relationship with us. Praise him for his
wisdom and holiness. Praise him for revealing his character to us through his law. Praise
him for the salvation we have in Christ. Praise him for teaching us how to live in a way
that demonstrates his goodness to others.
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