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The 10 Commandments Intro (Part 2)
BIBLE STUDY & DISCUSSION GUIDE

The New Testament Context of the 10 Commandments

The passages below will provide helpful context for our sermon series on
the Ten Commandments, however the pastors at each campus may
preach from different passages this week.

Acts 15:1-21

In the decades following the ascension of Christ, there was intense debate between
Jewish and Gentile followers of Jesus about whether Gentile Christians had to become
Jewish and keep the Mosaic Law in order to be true followers of Jesus. Church leaders
met in Jerusalem to settle the debate. Their decision reveals that Gentile Christians had
no obligation to keep the entire Mosaic Law. However, there are some laws that apply to
both Jews and Gentile Christians. Whether a particular law from the Mosaic Covenant
directly applies to Christians or not, it’s important to understand the principles behind the
laws because these underlying principles reveal something about the character of God.
This is especially the case with the Ten Commandments. Comments from the New
Testament on the Mosaic laws help us discern these underlying principles and how they
apply to us.

Discussion Questions

1. What are the specific points of disagreement in the debate about Gentile
converts?

2. How did the Christian leaders determine the way to resolve this debate?

3. Why did the Jewish Christians describe the Mosaic Law as an unbearable yoke?
How would you reconcile this characterization with the purpose God expressed
for his commandments in Exodus 19:1-6?

4. The four restrictions established for Gentile Chistians involved moral and ethical
issues. On the other hand, circumcision was a covenantal sign that distinguished
the Jews from Gentiles. What does this suggest about how the Mosaic Law
applies to us?
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Prayer Suggestions

Praise God for desiring to be in a covenant relationship with us. Praise him for his
wisdom and holiness. Praise him for revealing his character to us through his law. Praise
him for the salvation we have in Christ. Praise him for teaching us how to live in a way
that demonstrates his goodness to others.
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